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hRock trenches along the 
Green Line help reduce 
pollution in the Mississippi 
River. Here’s how—
Polluted rainwater flows through storm 
drains into large pipes under the street. 
These pipes—punched with thousands of 
holes—are buried in long trenches filled 
with rocks the size of golf balls. The water 
fills the pipes and seeps through the holes 
into the rocks and soil. This filters millions 
of gallons of polluted water every year.

The trenches 
remove enough 

polluted rainwater 
in a year to fill more 
than 13 swimming 

pools!

More information and 
multilingual signs at 

capitolregionwd.org.
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Polluted rainwater carries dirt, oil and trash to the Mississippi River when it flows from streets 
into storm drains. Rain gardens, stormwater planters and rock trenches on side streets were 
built along the Green Line to clean polluted rainwater before it reaches the river. The Green 
Line on University Avenue also has the longest stretch of tree trench in Minnesota — five miles!

Why?


